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The outer gates as they looked in 1938, before the upper ornamentation was lost. 
 	
No decision has been made on replacing the ironwork above the arch or the urns on 
the pillars, all of which disappeared long ago. 

 
The central decoration is not a cherub, but a pair of wings under a scallop shell.  In 
Christian iconography, the wings represent the soul ascending.  The shell has two 
meanings:  it is best known as the symbol of St. James, particularly Santiago de 
Compostela, and by extension, pilgrimage, but also represents rebirth, baptism, and 
resurrection.  Though the dead could be considered the ultimate pilgrims, the 
second interpretation is more likely. 
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The 1908 outer gates just before restoration. 
 

The bronze plaque on the left side reads “ Enclosed within this block is the 
oldest public non-sectarian cemetery in the city.  Descendants of the 
original owners may still be buried here.  The 156 solid marble vaults were 
built completely underground as a health precaution.  Though no markers 
are on the ground, names of the original owners from each family are on 
marble tablets in the surrounding walls.  The cemetery is a New York City 
Landmark and is on the National Register of Historic Places.”  
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The original gates, placed on Second Avenue in 1854 and 
moved to the inside of the alley in 1908, should be returned by 
mid-summer. 
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Iron. f. (iren, Saxon.) 
 
A metal common to all parts, and of 
a fmall price.  Though the lighteft of 
all metals, except tin, it is the 
hardeft; and, when pure, naturally 
malleable:  when wrought into fteel, 
or when in the impure ftate from its 
firft fusion, in which it is called caft 
iron, it is fcarce malleable.  Iron is 
very capable of ruft, very fonorous, 
and requires the ftrongest fire of all 
the metals to melt it.  The fpecifick 
gravity of iron is to water as 7632 is 
to 1000.  Iron has greater medicinal 
virtues than other metals.   
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Bob Barrett working on the scroll at his forge in Hartland, Vermont. 
	

Making a new scroll proved more difficult than expected because 
curled sections on the edges, probably representing paper frills, 
were rolled outward on the top and bottom edges and rolled inward 
on the ends.  The Cemetery extends its thanks to Mr. Barrett not only 
for his fine metal work, but also for providing much of the foregoing 
text. 
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